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HMH Social Studies United States Government asks students to uncover the connections 
and inspires them to look beneath the surface—to identify relationships, note influences, and 
introduce ideas that challenge assumptions.

The next generation of social studies offers flexible programs that foster students’ curiosity 
and cultivate their analytical skills to succeed in college, career, and civic life. 



By delivering compelling narratives enriched with 
HISTORY® streaming video, we’re connecting 
students to social studies through experiences that 
are energizing, inspiring, and memorable. With 
HMH Social Studies United States Government, 
teachers and students are equipped with the instructional 
tools needed for success, from easy-to-use teaching 
resources to planning and assessment tools.

HMH Social Studies
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Connecting Your 
Students to the Story 

It’s all about content with context. Your students learn best when quality 
narrative is blended with media, audio, and visuals for an immersive experience. 
HMH Social Studies United States Government provides relevant content to 
encourage the “Aha!” moments in your classroom.

HISTORY videos bring content to life through 
primary source footage, dramatic storytelling, and 
expert testimonials.



Channel One News® puts real-world events in 
context to inform today’s digital-savvy citizens.

HMH Current Events provides trustworthy 
articles on today’s news to connect the 
classroom to current events.

Keeping it Current provides free, high-
quality content each month that teachers 
can use in the classroom.

HISTORY® is the leading destination 
for award-winning series and specials 
that connect viewers with history in an 
informative, immersive, and entertaining 
manner across all platforms. HISTORY 
has a long-standing record in providing 
teachers and students with curriculum 
resources that bring the past to life in the 
classroom. The network’s content covers 
a diverse variety of subjects, including 
American and world history, government, 
and economics. The HISTORY website is 
located at history.com.

The Center for Civic Education is an independent, 
nonprofit, nonpartisan organization providing 
comprehensive civic education programs. The Center is 
dedicated to promoting an enlightened and responsible 
citizenry committed to democratic principles and actively 
engaged in the practice of democracy in the United 
States and other countries. To advance this mission, the 
Center administers a wide range of curricular, teacher-
training, and community-based programs.

Partners
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The Center for Civic Education co-developed the  
Connecting to the Constitution: We the People and What 
Do You Think side margin features that promote critical 
thinking and foster participation skills.

You’ll Promote Inquiry 
and Active Learning

HMH Social Studies United States Government offers the tools and support 
necessary to challenge students to approach government through active inquiry 
and prepares them for college and career readiness.

Case Studies illustrate concepts 
with real-world examples.



The Student Casebook supports the Interactive 
Chapters with graphic organizers and additional 
resources to complete simulations.

ISBN-13: 978-0-55-400814-1
ISBN-10: 0-55-400814-9

Student Casebook

•  Use graphic organizers to increase 
understanding of key government concepts

•  Participate in simulations that provide 
firsthand experience in the political process

•  Role-play to solve local, national, and  
global issues

Student Casebook 
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Debating the Issue presents opposing viewpoints that frame 
a debate for students to explore with “What Is Your Opinion?” 
assessment questions.
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Supporting Learners the Way You Want
HMH Social Studies United States Government presents material and activities in a 
variety of ways to allow students and teachers to choose the path that works best for them.

The Interactive Reader and Study Guide helps 
students as they read and take notes while reading 
adapted-level summaries.

The Teacher’s Edition supports you as you plan and deliver instruction for different levels of students and 
different types of activities.

Skill support provides focused instruction 
on key social studies skills.

Separation of Powers
Another way to ensure that the powers of 
government are not concentrated in the 
hands of a few officials or agencies is to 
create three distinct branches of government. 
Under the principle of separation of powers, 
the duties of governing are divided among 
three branches: legislative, executive, and 
judicial. The first three articles of the 
Constitution list the responsibilities and 
powers of each branch.

Article I creates and empowers Congress, 
the nation’s lawmaking body, which is made 
up of the House of Representatives and the 
Senate. Although the two houses of Congress 
share responsibility for passing laws, each 
has its own special powers. For example, 
laws that fund government must begin in the 

House of Representatives. This gives the 
House, where members face voters every 
two years, significant “power of the purse.” 

Article II establishes the duties of the 
executive branch, which comprises the 
president, vice president, and many executive 
departments. The executive branch 
implements, or carries out, laws passed by 
the legislative branch. The president is also 
commander in chief of the nation’s military. 

Article III establishes the judicial branch, 
including the Supreme Court, to exercise the 
judicial power of the United States. It is the 
function of the judicial branch to interpret 
and apply the law—to say what the law is.

 Summarizing How does the 
structure of the Constitution reflect the separation of 
powers of government?

Read Article II of 
the Constitution. 
Article II, Section 1, 
gives the president 
“executive power” 
but does not define 
what that power is. 
What other provi-
sions of Article 
II give an indica-
tion of what the 
Framers meant by 
“executive power”?

The powers of government are divided among the legislative, 
executive, and judicial branches.

Each of the three branches of government has ways  
to check, or limit, the powers of the other branches.Checks and Balances

•	Can	impeach	
and remove the 
president

•	Can	override	veto
•	Controls	spending	

of money
•	The	Senate	ap-

proves or rejects 
certain presiden-
tial nominations.

•	The	Senate	must	
ratify all formal 
U.S.	treaties.

•	Can	declare	
executive acts 
unconstitutional

•	Judges	are 
appointed for life 
and are free from 
executive 
control.

•	Can	veto	acts	of	
Congress	

•	Can	call	special	
sessions of 
Congress

•	Can	suggest	
laws and send 
messages to 
Congress

•	Can	declare	
acts	of	Congress	
unconstitutional  
through the 
power of judicial 
review

•	Can	impeach	
and remove 
federal judges

•	Establishes	
lower federal 
courts

Separation of Powers

Executive • Carries out lawsLegislative • Makes laws Judicial • Interprets laws

LegislativeJudicial LegislativeExecutive

•	Appoints	federal	
judges

•	Can	grant	
reprieves and 
pardons for 
federal crimes

ExecutiveJudicial

Analyzing How do checks and balances 
reinforce the separation of powers? 

Skills
FOCUS IntErPrEtIng ChartS

72   CHapter 3

DO NOT EDIT--Changes must be made through “File info” 
CorrectionKey=NL-A
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Interactive Lesson Graphic Organizers 
help  students  process, summarize, and 

track  their learning.

Notes gives students the opportunity to take 
notes while reading the text. They can easily 
access them and review them later to ensure 
comprehension. 
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The Online Student Edition resides on a responsive 
learning system enabling it to function across 
operating systems and devices.

Features Include:

•	 Audio

•	 Highlighting and Notetaking

•	 Access to Interactive Reader and Study Guide  
and more

You’ll Love the 
Flexibility and Customization
HMH Social Studies United States Government delivers maximum compatibility 
with options to support various levels of connectivity and devices.

HMH Player® gives students and 
teachers the flexibility to download 
individual lesson material, work offline, 
and re-sync upon reconnecting. You 
can also create custom lessons and 
add your own content.

Your Online Teacher’s Edition is organized into three main 
sections:

1.	 Discover—Quickly access content and search program 
resources.

2.	 Assignments—Create assignments and track progress of 
assignments.

3.	 Data & Reports—Monitor students’ daily progress.



The Support You Need—  
                                        When You Need It 
Our comprehensive professional learning solutions for leaders, teachers, and families are data- and evidence-driven, mapped 
to your goals, centered on your students, and delivered by master educators. These tailored, flexible solutions were designed 
with one goal in mind: to help you more effectively prepare students for college, career, and civic life—known as the C3 
Framework for Social Studies State Standards. 

Start Strong, Finish Stronger
A Getting Started with HMH Social Studies US Government course will orient you to the program materials and technology, 
examine the instructional routines, help you support differentiation, and provide effective whole- and small-group instruction.

Need additional support with technology? Our technical services team can help you plan, prepare, implement, and optimize 

your technology so you can get the most out of HMH Social Studies US Government digital tools. 

Build Capacity, Ensure Success with In-Classroom Support  
You’ll get even more personalized support with our Team and Individual Coaching. We’ll be there to help you plan your lessons 

and model how to incorporate instructional strategies that help students master C3 concepts.

For more information regarding HMH Professional Services,  
visit hmhco.com/professionalservices

Connect with history and apply it to real life.

Deepen investigations by identifying relationships, noting influences, and 
challenging assumptions.

Develop questioning skills, identify bias, and draw conclusions independently.

Based on national survey data collected from 
teachers who received coaching from HMH® 
during the 2014–2015 school year

In 2014, 80% of teachers reported that 
coaching significantly strengthened 
their classroom instruction.80

Proven Results

Percent
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Connect with us:
HISTORY® and the “H” logo are trademarks of A&E Television Networks LLC. All rights reserved. HMH Player®, Holt McDougal, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt®, HMH®, and Channel One News® 

are trademarks or registered trademarks of Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. © Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. All rights reserved. Printed in the U.S.A. 03/17  MS189121

For more information and to review online materials, visit: 
hmhco.com/hmh-social-studies

  hmhco.com • 800.225.5425


